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Carlisle Development Group and the Housing Authority of the City of Fort Lauderdale Celebrate the Grand Opening of Northwest Gardens I

Community Leaders and Strategic Partners Participate in Opening of Award-Winning Affordable Housing Development

Ft. Lauderdale, FL – October 10, 2011 – Located in one of the most impoverished neighborhoods in the nation, Northwest Gardens is setting new standards for affordable housing. In addition to quality designed homes, state-of-the art green building technologies, ample landscaping and streetscape enhancements, the community is providing residents with a variety of tools aimed at self-sufficiency. With virtually every County suffering from high unemployment, local job creation has been at the forefront. The Housing Authority and HUD put forth the original goals that 15% of the total contract amount would be awarded to subcontractors who are Minority and Women Owned Businesses (MBEs/WBEs); that 15% of hires would be Section 3 workers; and that 30% of all new hires would be from the local neighborhood. In Phase 1 alone, the development team allotted 44% of the total contract to MBEs/WBEs, hired 20% Section 3 workers, and required that 100% of new hires would be from the neighborhood. All in all, this has helped create approximately 400* jobs in total. 

“Phase 1 is the first of four phases of a larger master plan for this community, and we hope it continues to fuel economic growth in the area,” said Tam English, HACFL Executive Director. In addition to shelter, we made occupation a major focus of the redevelopment, along with food, education, health and wellness.”
As a result, unique resident and youth empowerment programs are garnering the attention of local media and elected officials alike. The Housing Authority’s Step-Up Program has created a number of apprenticeship opportunities for local residents who helped build every one of the kitchen and bathroom cabinets at Northwest Gardens. This on-site construction experience provides the necessary skill set and experience needed to compete in the job market. In addition, community gardens will be integrated throughout the development as a way to stimulate social interaction, encourage self-reliance, provide nutritious food, reduce family food budgets, and foster opportunities for inter-generational and cross-cultural connections. Other partnerships, such as the one with the Pantry of Broward, cater to the growing demographic of grandparents taking care of grandchildren. The Housing Authority has been providing these families with fresh produce for the household, while the larger 2 and 3 bedroom units at Northwest Gardens were designed specifically with these families in mind.
Of particular note is the story of Alice Thomas, co-founder of Urban Youth Green Farmers (UYGF), who exemplifies how this community has been transformed by those from within. She received job skills and sustainability training on Housing Authority and Carlisle projects and with much assistance from the co-developers’ partners at Urban League of Broward County. She most recently participated in the HONEY Project (Helping Our Nations Empowering Youth), an award-winning educational and international economic development initiative that produces young social entrepreneurs working to alleviate global poverty. After completing a 12 week social entrepreneurship training program on urban farming at the Dr. Lindsay Farm (also within the Northwest Gardens community), Carlisle helped pay for Thomas to go to Agogo, Ghana, Fort Lauderdale’s sister city, to impart her knowledge. As a result of these efforts and the creation of UYGF, Thomas was recognized as one of Google Zeitgeist’s “Young Minds,” a nationwide competition to find twelve young people who have made or are trying to make a positive difference in the world. As a winner, she joined 400 other global leaders like Desmond Tutu and Stephen Hawking at the Google Zeitgeist Americas 2011 global leadership conference in Paradise Valley, Arizona at the end of September.
“This was a rewarding experience that I am honored to be a part of,” said Thomas. “Everything starts at a root. We can all make a difference by supporting those within the community and helping them to grow from within.” 
*Job estimates were calculated using the RIMS multiplier.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]About Carlisle Development Group
Founded in 1998, Carlisle Development Group is one of the largest tax credit developers in the country. With more than 80 projects representing $1.4 billion in total development costs, Carlisle’s portfolio of assets includes LEED-certified, mixed-use, transit-oriented, urban infill, historic rehabilitation, as well as mixed-income and market-rate housing developments. The firm’s unique social entrepreneurship philosophy and commitment to sustainability are integral parts of its business model. For more information, visit www.carlisledevelopmentgroup.com.
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